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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 12 April 2004 . 
2a)S This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 1-14 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1-14 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 
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a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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2. This application is objected to because it contains a data file on CD-ROM/CD-R, 
however, the transmittal letter does not list for each compact disc, the machine format, the 
operating system compatibility, a list of files contained on the compact disc including their 
names, sizes in bytes, and dates of creation, plus any other special information that is 
necessary to identify, maintain, and interpret the information on the compact disc as required by 
37 CFR 1.52(e)(3). A statement listing the required information is required. 

3. Portions of this application are contained on compact disc(s). When portions of an 
application are contained on a compact disc, the paper portion of the specification must identify 
the compact disc(s) and list the files including name, file size, and creation date on each of the 
compact discs. See 37 CFR 1.52(e). Compact disc labeled "Practicefirst.com" is not 
identified in the paper portion of the specification with a listing of all of the files contained on the 
disc. Applicant is required to amend the specification to identify each disc and the files 
contained on each disc including the file name, file size, and file creation date. 

4. This application contains compact disc(s) as part of the originally filed subject matter, but 
does not contain incorporation by reference statement for the compact discs. See 37 CFR 
1.77(b)(4). Applicant(s) are required to insert in the specification an incorporation-by-reference 
of the material on the compact disc(s). 

5. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 
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6. Claims 1-3,and 9-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102( b) as being anticipated by 
Christie etal. (US 6,182,117). 

7. As to claim 1 , Christie discloses the invention as claimed including a method of work 
sharing and communicating over the internet with a web site system (abstract; and col. 8, lines 
5-13) that includes at least a communication component and a data storage component (Fig. 
2B; and col. 9, lines 10-50) allowing users to electronically input data over the internet (Fig. 2B) 
comprising: electronically storing the data received over the internet in the data storage 
component of the web site system (col. 3, lines 24-25; 210, 220, Fig. 2B); automatically 
determining to which other related portions of the web site system the electronically stored data 
will be sent (col. 4, lines 22-24); automatically distributing the electronically stored data to the 
automatically determined other related portions of the web site system (col. 4, lines 24-27); 
electronically storing the data distributed to the other related portions of the web site system in 
the data storage component (col. 4, lines 41-45); and automatically communicating over the 
internet to other relevant users of the newly stored data in the web site system (col. 4, lines 24- 
27). 



8. As to claim 1 1 , the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claim 1 above. In addition, 
Christie discloses an apparatus for work sharing and communicating 

comprising a computer at a web site system that includes at least a communication component 
and a data storage component allowing users in professional offices to electronically input data 
over the internet (Fig. 2B). 
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9. As to claim 2, Christie discloses said automatically determining is controlled by a 
computer program programmed to determine which portions of the web site system the 
electronically stored data will be sent (col. 9, line 66 to col. 10, line 20). 

10. As to claim 3, Christie discloses the computer program controls determining to which 
portions of the web site system the electronically stored data is relevant, and enacts the 
automatic distribution to distribute the electronically stored data accordingly (col. 9, line 66 to 
col. 10, line 20). 

11. As to claim 9, Christie discloses the electronic storage occurs on a remote data 
processing machine that can be accessed from remote terminals via a channel from the group 
consisting of the Internet and an intranet (Fig. 2B; and col. 8, lines 46-51). 

12. As to claim 10, Christie discloses the automatic distributing is controlled by a computer 
program programmed to distribute the electronically stored data to the automatically determined 
portions of the web site system (col. 9, line 66 to col. 10, line 20). 

13. As to claim 12, Christie discloses the web site system includes terminals intercoupled to 
the computer by a link (Fig. 2B; and col. 9, lines 16-25). 

14. As to claim 13, Christie discloses the data storage comprises data storage device that 
stores the first input data and a data storage device that stores the data distributed to the other 
related portions of the web site system (col. 3, lines 24-31). 
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15. Claims 4-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Christie et 
al. (US 6,182,117) in view of Swartz et al. (US 6,236,994). 

16. As to claim 4, Christie does not necessarily disclose a portion of a knowledge- 
management system. Swartz, on the other hand, discloses a portion of a knowledge- 
management system in an information sharing and communicating system (col. 4, lines 12-15). 
It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to combine the 
teachings of Christie and Swartz because Swartz knowledge-management system would 
enhance the functionality of Christie's system by permitting an efficient establishment and use of 
a knowledge repository in an organization or enterprise that reflects the collective learning of the 
individuals, shared groups, and systems employed by the organization (see Swartz, col. 5, lines 
30-35, and col. 6, lines 8-10). 

17. As to claim 5-8, Swartz discloses the need for the knowledge-management system for a 
wide range of industries (col. 1, lines 33-54). It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art 
at the time of the invention that a service industry would also need knowledge-management 
system for the same obvious reasons of enhancing the prospects of the industry by permitting 
an efficient establishment and use of a knowledge repository within the industry that reflects the 
collective learning of the individuals, shared groups, and systems employed by the industry 
(see Swartz, col. 5, lines 30-35, and col. 6, lines 8-10). It would have been obvious too to one 
skilled in the art at the time of the invention that a service industry would be covering group of a 
medical practice, hospital, and a medical health maintenance organization, a group consisting 
of a law office, law firm, courthouse, and a legal business entity, or a group consisting of an 
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accounting firm, tax firm, temporary employment firm, financial and employment business 
entity. 

18. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Hunnincut et al. 
(US 5,889952), hereafter "Hunnincut". 

19. Hunnincut et al. is cited by the applicant in IDS paper No. 5 filed on 3/4/2002. 

20. As to claim 14, Hunnincut discloses the invention as claimed including a method for 
enrolling and grouping users in professional offices comprising assigning enrolled users intro 
specific work groups (inherent in col. 7, lines 38-40); assigning the specific work groups levels of 
access to a web site system over the internet (inherent in col. 7, lines 40-62); limiting the 
specific work group to the assigned level of access to the web site system (col. 7, lines 59-62; 
and Fig. 5); and providing communication capabilities over the internet to the specific work 
groups which are limited to the work groups assigned level of access (inherent in col. 7, lines 
50-55). 

21 . Applicant's arguments filed 4/12/2004 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Therefore the rejection of claims 1-14 is maintained. 

22. In the remarks, applicants argued in substance that (1), website limitation is absent from 
the references of Christie, Swartz, and Hunninicut. (2) it is impossible to combine the 
references of Christie and Swartz to meet the terms of the claims . 
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23. Examiner respectfully traverses applicants 1 remarks. 

24. As to point (1), a website is known to comprise a group of related HTML documents and 
associated files, scripts, and databases that is served by a server on the world wide web. Large 
organizations / enterprises would have one or more servers dedicated to a single website, each 
server, which may resemble a team or a department, may represent a portion of the website, 
and are communicating with each other through a network. The computer sites of Christie 
represent one or more servers dedicated to group interaction through workgroup applications, 
and anticipates the one or more server dedicated to a single website (see, Christie, col. 1, lines 
24-50). Server 100 of Hunninicut represents an enterprise server where the enterprise resource 
(e.g. website) would reside. Enrolling users into workgroups and assigning a specific workgroup 
level of access to the server resource, anticipate assigning a specific workgroup levels of 
access to the enterprise website on server 100 (see Hunninicut, col. 7, lines 38-62). 

25. As to point (2), Swartz advances the concept of maintaining knowledge in an 
organizational or enterprise sense that may be reflected in a digital electronic format in a 
knowledge repository (e.g. website) that is suitable for the receipt or recording the knowledge of 
any portion of the enterprise (see, Swartz, col. 6, lines 8-16). As such, Swartz employs a 
knowledge-management system (col. 4, lines 12-15). 

26. As Christie does not disclose the employment of a knowledge-management system, it 
would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to modify the 
teaching of Christie and combing to it Swartz's knowledge-management system . The obvious 
motivation for that is presented by Swartz himself in col. 5, lines 30-35, and col. 6, lines 8-10. A 
knowledge-management system would enhance the functionality of Christie's system by 
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permitting an efficient establishment and use of a knowledge repository in an organization or 
enterprise (e.g. their website) that reflects the collective learning of the individuals, shared 
groups, and systems employed by the organization. 

27. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as 
set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date 
of this final action. 

28. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Nabil M El-Hady whose telephone number is (703) 308-7990. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 - 4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Follansbee can be reached on (703) 305-8498. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-directuspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



June 23, 2004 




Nabil El-Hady, Ph.D, M. 
Primary Patent Examine 
Art Unit 2154 



